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MEN and WOMEN of Reaſon, Ge. 
HOM I addreſs as Brethren and Siſters, 
in the Apoſtle Paul's Senſe, who ſays, 

 Gop has created of one Blood, all. Men, 


to dwell upon the Earth, and appointed 
their Habitatations, &c.. and he has alſo ſet Bounds 


and Limits to the Aﬀections of his Creature Man; by 
Laws and Preceps calculated for the Diſplay of his 
own Glory and Man's Happineſs; - forbidding him 


to ſet his Aﬀections on any created Object, or make 


to himſelf any other God: For, I, {declares the Al- 


mighty] am the Lon p thy Gon, whom thou ſhalt louve 
with all thine Heart, Soul, and Underſtanding, &c. 


But we find agreeable to the Apoſtle's Doctrine and 
Aſſertion, that ALL. Mex have finned, (in which Num- 


ber you are included) and fallen ſbort of the Glory ef 


Gop; having violated his righteous Laws at one Time 
or other; and thereby incurred his divine Diſpleaſure. 
And therefore all Mankind if they tender their on 


Happineſs, muſt ſeek and witneſs Redemption from 


this fallen Eſtate, in order that we may be reſtor'd to 
the Favour of Gop [in which alone our Felicit con- 
ſiſts] by the one Mediator hetween Goh 


Cunisr JIxsus, the Son, and ſent of the Fa or. * 
this gracious End, to redeem us from all Sin and In 
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11 
quity.—— And he now, as heretofore, offers to 
Mankind thus eſtranged from Gop, by Sin and evil 
Works, Peace and Reconciliation; on Condition of 
Repentance towards Gop, and Faith in his Name, at- 
tended with Works conſequential of true Repentance; 
which ever was, or ever will'be the Terms of Accept- 
ance, and one Means of Reconciliation, with the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, as well as Gop of Truth, Purity and 
Juſtice, who ſo loved the World, the Souls that he 
had made, that he ſpar'd not the Son of his Love, but 
deliver'd him up for us all, who took Fleſh upon 
him, that he might be touch'd with the Feeling of our 
Tofirmities, and qualified to ſuffer for pur Sakes; by 
dying for our Sins, that we ſhould die to Sin, and live 
no longer therein; that we ſhould henceforth not live 
to Mee . og in the Gratification of our ſenſual Luſts, 
bur to him who died for us, and roſe again, aſcended 
on high, and is now as then, offering the Gift of his 
Holy Spirit, to the Rebellious, to illuminate their 
Underſtandings, and to aſſiſt them in the great Work 
T_T 8 | 
Stop here Fellow-Profeflors of the Chriſtian Name, 
and behold/what Manner of Love! what' Tenders of 
Mercy and Grace] even while Men are dead in Treſ- 
paſſes and Sins! Admire, repent, and forſake Sin: the 
+ Cauſe of the ſuffering Life, and ignominious Death of 
fo kind a Saviour! whofor our Sakes, left the Glories 
of Heaven, and contemning the Glories of Earth, re- 
fuſed, not only all worldly Honours and Emoluments, 
but deny*d himſelf the common Accommodations of 
Life, and ſubmitting to the Croſs, ſuffer'd the Con- 
tradiction of the very Sinners he came to ſave, and de- 
ſpiſing the Shame attending the Meanneſs of his Ap- 
pearance (for he came in a Form of a Servant) be 


was eſteem'd of no Reputation. And let us remark, 
that he diretts all his ſucceeding Followers to walx 
even as he walk'd. Learn of Me, ſays he, fer I am 
meet and low of Heart, —Take my Yoke upon you—and ye 
fall find refs to your Souls. And here *tis worthy Ob- + 
„„ a a ſervation 
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tion, that at the Time appointed, when he appeat'd 


in his ſacred Function, as a teaching Prieſt : from 
whoſe Lips the People were to receive divine Know- 
ledge and Inſtruction (and by his Holy Spirit in the 
Hearts of Men, was, to remain a Prieſt forever, as 
he thus declares, I, that am with vou, ſpall be in you. | 
The Subject of his firſt Admonitions, was, Repent 3e 

and believe the Goſpel,*-— Repent, for tbe Kingdom of 
God is at Hand. The Time when our Lord was about 
to introduce his own Kingdom; and to convince the 
World of Sin, as well as that miſtaken Righteouſneſs, 


in which Man gloried. The Time in which he would 


judge and dethrone the Prince of this World, Satan 
the Uſurper, who poſſeſſes the Hearts of the Rebelli- 
ous againſt Gop's Laws] and redeem his Creature 


Man, from under his Power and Dominion, if Men 


were willing to return to their rightful Lord, and be- 
come Subjects of his Kingdom. The Time before 
this glorious Era, which comparatively is ſtiled by 
the Apoſtle, Times of Ignorance, he tells us, Gop 
wink'd at; but now in the Goſpel Diſpenſation where- 
in Life and Immortality, with greater Degrees of 
Light, are manifeſt by the Coming of Cus1sT, he 


calls and commands all Men every where to Repentance 


and Amendment of Life. Be their Stations high or low, 
(in human View) mean or honourable. The Sove- 
reign of the Univerſe, He that made all Nations of 


one Blood, has no Regard to Titles, Dignities, Diſ- 


tinctions of Perſons, or their worldly Circumſtances. 
He commanded into Being, Theſe ſo dignified by 
Men, for the ſame. glorious End, as he did the 


meaneſt among Men: And his lacred Laws and di- 
vine Precepts, are equally obligatory on thoſe in the 


higheſt Stations, as thoſe in the loweſt. And when 
Men, however dignified by Men, violate the facred 


Mart l. 15. The Margin bas ib. 


Jubi, the Harbinger of Cun157, calls to Repentance, Repeat, 
days he, for the Kingdom of Heauenis at Haud:., Bring forth 
. anſwerable to Amendment. S 


Laws 


* 
Hains 
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Laws of the ee they are as obnoxious as 
the meaneſt, to the Penalties annex d to a Breach of 
that Law, which he has written on the Heart, and 


_ which takes Hold of and lays a Reftraint on the evil 


Motions * * + well as Words and Actions; and 
if obey'd, would bring every Thought and Imagi- 
nation into SubjeRtior to the Obedience of CN 2 
the Saviour of all, who become Subjects of his King- 
dom: Which he tells us in poſttive Terms, is not of 
this World; and none can enter therein, but through 
many Tribulations and much Self-denial ; not thro? 
Pleaſure, Pomps and Vanities, which Abundance of 

le have ſolemnly promiſed to renounce, as they 
are certain Obſtructions in the Way to the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

And to qualify us for this State of Happineſs, we 
malt enter into a State of Trial or Probation, a State 
of Warfare and Labour: Not of Eaſe, Softneſs, Lux- 
ury and Pleaſure, which fo many are living in; ſay- 
ing in Practice, Saul take thine Eaſe ;, eat, drink and 
be merry, thon baſt Riches laid up for many Years — 
And yet ſuch as theſe, are unreaſonably claiming 
Heaven in the Concluſion, hoping that in Eternity 
they ſhall have a Crown conferr'd on them, without 
bearing the Croſs in Time; and are vainly Ring 
to live triumphant in Heaven's Glory, without having 
obtain'd any Victory over the Earth; and though 
they have never fought the good Fight of Faith, yer 
are claiming an eternal Lite of Felicity, which is 
only the Reward of fuch who have been faithfully re- 
liſting the Devil and all his Works. | 

You grant that this Life is a military State, where- 
in 2greeable to your own Faith, we muſt all enliſt in 
Cnaisr's Service, who is ſtiled the Captain of our 
Salvation; and continue in it you ſay, his faithful 


Soldiers and Servants, to your Lives End; and you 


promiſe nof only to renounce all Evil, but to keep 


all God's Commandments inviolate. You farther 


acknowledge that tis your Duty to believe in we es | 
* | r 


1 
fear Him, and to lore Him; with all the | 


portance to 
2 Trude: Took ſpake the — 
N wage. - And Farther, | wonkd e | 
cheſe Engagements you have enter'd into, as 
as 2 Nature of the Chriſtan Warfare and Qualifica- 
tion of a Chriſtian Warrior —he is exhorted by the 
8 and vigilant (always in a Poſture 
Defence) becauſe our Adverſary the Devil is con- 
tinually going about like a roaring Lien, ſeeking 
whom Ta — devour, and like a Soldier, he 
muſt endure Hardneſs—he muſt to himſelf che 
whole Armour of God, that he may be able to fand , 
the Wiles of the Devil. Eph. vi. 11. Praying always, 
wich all Prayer und Supplication in the Spirit, watching 
thereto, S — And a , our Loa recommend 
2 State of Warchfulneſs Prayer, for as much as. 


his Followers wor cpa, to,, and furrounded with 


manifold ls; ons by the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil. ch, ſays he, aud pray continually, leſt 
ye enter into Te cmptation.— Again, the Apoſtle bids 
Believers poſi the Tax of ther bioarmie here in Fear, 


far the Judge flands at ihr Doar, Hides Born near 
our 4:Jions, who without Reſpect of Perſons, judges. 
every Man according to his Works. Pais. your Time 
therefore in Fear, not in Rioting, Chambering, Wan- 
tonneſs, and Pleaſure, for fuck as thus li ve, — 
while they live they are in 2 State of Sin and: 

wal Donh. bang alam om WT of Ra 
3 as the Gentilzs walked in the Vanity af 
their Minds. And farther, as we ſind a Chriſtian” 
e "— 
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1 £ | 
rally accompanied wich Sobriety, Solidity, Gravity, 
and great Circumſpection.— Again, this Life is ſtiled, 

a Vale of Tears, 'a Scene of Sorrow and Tribulation; 

which is exemphtfied in the ſuffering Life of our 
| ; bleſſed Lory, Who was a Man of Sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with Grief—often ſeen to weep (not for his 
on Sake, but for our Sins) but never to laugh—and 
| we find him pronouncing a Woe againft thoſe that 
| | laugh now, that receive their Pleaſures and Conſola- 
5 \ tion in this Life, for they ſhall mourn and weep. 
1 ö And turning to bis Followers, he promiſes them a 
| glotious Reward" in Heaven, foraſmuch as they had 

| 


continued with him in his Tribulations, Temptati- 
ons, or Trials: They had not deſetted his Cauſe, but 
| followed him in the Regeneration, Self-Denial, and 
[ | total Renunciation of the Spirit of this evil World, 
| | which he called them from, as his Laws and Pre- 
| cepts'favour not the Opinions, Maxims, Views and 
| Pufſuits of Men, govern'd by the Spirit or God of 
E | chis'World; but he zealouſly teſtified agalnſt them 
bh | all, becauſe they were evil. meth e d ße 
| And when he called or invited Men to be Subjects 
of his Kingdom, he tells them, the firſt” Approach 
or Step into it, was the Denial of Self, “ as if he had 
ſaid, except a Man is willing to come from under the 
Government of the Prince of Darkneſs, and abandon 
his ſinful Luſts and cargal Propenſities; except a 
Man (as his great Example Gch contemn Riches, 
Honours,” Grandeur, and the Pleaſures of this Life, 
he cannot be my Diftiple.” He cannot be a Follower 
of the humble Self- denying crucified Fesvs, except 
a Man know a Death to Sin and a new Birth to Righ- 
teouſneſs; except a Man be born again, and witneſs 
42 Change of Life and Manners," and his Affections 
ſet on heavenly Objects, he cannot fo much as ſee the 
Kingdom of Gop. And now let us hear one who 
made the ſorrowful Experiment or Trial of Pleaſtre : 
»Tis better,” ſays he, to go to the Houſe of Mourn- 
ing da doc Houle of Faſting tor Mirth); as 1 
8 


[9] 
he had ſaid, tis more for the Soul's Profit; ' becauſe 
by the Sadneſs of the Heart, it is made better. And 
the fame Author ſays of Mirth, it is Madneſs ; and of 


Laughter what doth it? ſeeing he that is not quite 
abandon'd, will find in the Midft of - Mirth, Sorrow | 


and Remorſe. Again, we are call'd upon by the 
Apoſtle, to be. holy in all Manner of Converſation; to 


walk as becomes the Goſpel of CrrisT ; that we let 


no corrupt Communication proceed out of our Mouths, 
but our Speech ſhould be edifying, ſuch as may mi- 


niſter Grace or ſpiritual Profit to the Hearers; that 


the elder Chriſtian Women ſhould teach the younger 


in all good Things; to be ſober, chaſte, Keepers at . 


home, not wandering abroad to Plays, Balls, Muſic- 
Meetings, &c. but to guide their Houſes, and brin 
up their Children in the Nurture, or Inſtruction — 
Admonition of the Loxp, which, if the Women of 
this Age would religiouſly - obſerve, and inviolably 
keep their Vows. and Promiſes, they would be abun- 
dantly qualified to do. | Rick ah! 
And further, the Apoſtle: exhorts Chriſtians to a- 
void all Wantonneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Revelling, fool - 
iſh Jeſting, idle Talking; and well he might, ſince 


he was perſuaded, that for every idle Word Men 


were to be accountable to the Judge of Quick and 
Dead: Another * forbids Men to ſware in any 
wiſe, as he knew, having been one of his immediate 


Diſciples, that our great Lord and Saviour, had laid 
his Followers under the ſame Prohibition: Upon the 


whole, we are obliged by the Chriſtian Religion to 
mortify all inordinate Affections and evil Concupi - 


ſcence, and evidently inſtructed thus to do, by the 


Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſt, the Apoſtles, and 


primitive Chriſtians, and by a Cloud of Witneſſes 


among the firſt Reformers; and bleſſed be our God, 
who hath not left hignſelf without Witneſſes in this 
degenerate Age, who are happy Evidences of the 
Power of CarsT's Reſurrection, he having raiſed 
them from. the Death of 14 to a Life of Rightequl- 
TA | n 
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" nefs, and who by the whole Tenor of their Preach- 
- ing, Writings, and Examples, have recommended the' 
great Buſineſs of the Soul's Salvation to be wrought 
out with Fear'and Trembling; and who poſitively 
condemn, _ Entertainments, Sc. as abſolutely 
unlawful and forbidden by the Doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity and Nature of that holy Religion. I ſay, theſe 
burning and ſhining Lights, who were illuminated 
by the Light of Cnrisr, ſaw clearly into the Nature 
of the Chriſtian Religion, into the Myſtery of God- 
lineſs, as well as the Myſtery of Iniquity; and were 
careful thus:to work and war in their Day, in great 
Fear, Diligence, Circumſpection and Watchfulneſs, 
having an Eye fix'd on the Captain of our Salvation, 
thro' whom, and by whoſe Aid, Grace and Strength, 
they became more than Conquerors. 
And here let me add, a few ſubſtantial Arguments 
of a late Writer, againſt the Stage, William Law, 
who ſays as follows: You go to hear a Play; I tell 
you, that you go to hear Ribaldry and Profaneneſs ; 
that you entertain your Mind with extravagant Thoughts, 
wild Rants, blaſphemons Speeches, wanton Amours, pro- 
fane Jeſts, and impure Paſſions. If you aſk me, Where 
is the Sin of all this? You may as well aſk me, Where 
is the Sin of , Swearing and Lying? For it is not only a 
Sin againſt this or that particular Text of Scripture, 
but it is a din againſt the whole Nature and Spirit of 
our Religion. g | 
It is a Contradiction to all Chriſtian: Holineſs and 
to all the Methods of arriving at it. For can any 
one think that he has a true Chriſtian Spirit; that his 
Heart is changed as it ought. to be; that he is born 
again of Gop; whilſt he is diverting himſelf with the 
 Lewdneſs, Impudence, Profaneneſs, and impure Diſ- 
, courſes of the Stage? Can he think that he is endeav- 
ouring to be holy as Chriſt is holy, to live by. his 
Wiſdom and be full of his Spirit, ſo long as he al- 
lows: himſelf in ſuch. an Entertainment? For there 

is nothing in the Nature of Chriſtian Holineſs, = 
** f W 
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what is all contrary to the whole Spirit and Temper 
of this Entertainment. That Diſpoſition of Heart, 
which is to take Pleaſure in the various Repreſenta- 
tions of the Stage, is as directly contrary to that Diſ- 
poſition of Heart which Chriſtianity requireth as Re- 
venge is contrary to Meekneſs or Malice to Good- 
will. Now that which is thus contrary to the whole 
Nature and Spirit of Religion, is certainly much more 
condemned, than that which is only contrary to ſome 
particular Part of it. 5 1 i | 
But this is plainly the Caſe of the Stage: It is an 
Entertainment that conſiſts of lewd, impudent, profane 
Diſcourſes; and, as ſuch, is contrary to the whole 
Nature of our Religion. For, all the Parts of Re- 

ligion, its whale Nature, has only this one Deſign; to 
give us Purity of Heart, fo change the Temper and 
[Taſte of our Souls, and fill us with ſuch holy Tem- 
pers, as may make us fit to live with Gop in the So- 
ciety of pure and glorious Spirits. "Es 
An Entertainment therefore which applies to the 
Corruption of our Nature, which gwakens our diſ- 
ordered Paſſions, and teaches to reliſh Lewdneſs, im- 
moral Rant, and Profaneneſs, is exceeding ſinful; not 
only as it is a Breach of ſome particular Duty, but as 
it contradicts the whole Nature, and oppoſes every Part 
of our Religion. - 3 | | 
For this Diverſion, which conſiſts of ſuch Diſcourſes 

-as theſe, injures us in a very different Manner from 
other Sins. Fox, as Diſcourſes are an Application to 
our whole Soul, as they entertain the Heart, and a- 
waken and employ all our Paſſions ; ſo they more fa- 
tally undo all that Religion has done, than ſeveral 
other Sins. For, as Religion conſiſts in a right Tuxn 
of Mind; as it is a State of the Heart; ſo whatever 
pry a quite contrary Turn of Mind, and State 

of the Heart, has all the Contrariety to Religion that 
it can poſſibly have. ; | 
St. Fobn ſaith, Hereby we know that he abiaeth in us, 
by the Spirit which be hath given us. There is no other 

2 certain 
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certain Sign of our belonging to Car18T; every other 
Sign may deceive us: All the external Parts of Re- 
ligion may be in vain; it is only the State of our Mind 
and Spirit, that is a certain Proof that we are in a true 
State ot Chriſtianity. And the Reaſon is plain; be- 
cauſe Religion has no other End, than to alter our 
1 T and give us new Diſpoſitions of Heart, ſuita- 
ble to its Purity and Holineſs. That therefore which 
immediately applies to our Spirit, which ſupports a 
wrong Turn of Mind, which, betrays our Hearts into 
impure Delights, deſtroys all our Religion; becauſe 
it deſtroys that Turn of Mind and Spirit, which is the 
ſole End and Deſign of all our Religion. 6 
When therefore you are aſked why it is unlawful to 
1wear; you can anfwer, Becauſe it is contrary to the 
Third Commandment. ' But if you are aſked, Why ir 
is unlawful to uſe the Entertainment of the Stage; you 
can carry your Anſwer farther, becauſe it is an Enter- 
tainment that is contrary'to all the Parts, the whole 
Nature of Religion; and contradicts every holy Tem- 
per, which the Spirit of Chriſtianity requireth. So 
that if you live in the uſe of this Diverſion, you have 
no Grounds to hope, that you have-the Spirit and 
Heart of a Chriſtian. | 
Thus ſtands the firſt Argument againſt the Stage: It 
has all the Weight in it, that the whole Weight of Re- 
ligion can give to any Argument. 
lf you axe only for the Ferm of Religion, you ma 
take the Diverſion of the Stage along with it, but if 
you deſire the Spirit of Religion, if you deſire to be 
truly religious in Heart and Mind, it is as neceſſary 
to renounce and abhor the Stage, as to ſeek to Gor, 
and pray for the Guidance of his Holy Spirit. 
Secondly, Let the next Argument againſt the Stage 
be taken from its manifeſt Contrariety to this impor- 
tant Paſſage of Scripture : Let no corrupt Communica- 
ion proceed out of your Mouth, but that which is good, to 
the uſe of edifying : That it may miniſter Grace to the 
f 2 „ | Hearers: 


113 ] 5 
Hrarers. And grieve not the Holy Spirit of Gop, where- 

by ye are ſealed to the Day of Redemption. 
' Here we ſee that all corrupt and unedifying Com- 
munication is abſolutely ſinful, and forbidden in Scrip- 
ture, for this Reaſon, becauſe it 722 the Holy Gboſt, 
and ſeparates Him from us. But if it be thus unlawto] 
to have any corrupt Communcation of our own; can 
we think it lawful to go to Places ſet apart for that 
Purpoſe? To give our Money, and hire Perſons to 
corrupt our Hearts with ill Diſcourſes and inflame all 
the diſorderly Paſſions of our Nature? We have the 
Authority of Scripture to affirm, that evil Communt- + 
cations corrupt good Manners, and that wnedifying Dif- 
courſes grieve the Holy Spirit. | 
| Now the Third Commandment is not more plain and 
expreſs againſt Swearing, than this Doctrine is ym 
and poſitive againſt going to the Play-Howſe. If you 

ſhould ſee a Perſon that acknowledges the bird Com- 
mandment to be a divine Prohibition againſt Swear- 
ing; yet going to a Houſe, and giving his Money to 
Perſons, who were there met to Curſe and Swear in 
fine Language, and invent Mufical Oaths and Impre- 
fations; would you not think him mad in the higheſt 
Degree? Now conſider whether there be a leſs De- 
gree of Madneſs in going to the Play-Houſe. - You 
- own that Gop' has called you to a great Purity of Con- 
verſation ; that you are forbid all foo/iſo Diſcourſe, and 
. filcby Jeſtings, as-expreſly as you are forbid Swearing ; 
and that you are told to let no corrupt Communication 
proceed out of your Mouth, but ſuch as is good, for the 
Uſe of edifying : And yet you go to the Houſe ſet apart 
for corrupt Communication: | You hire Perſons to en- 
tertain you with all Manner of Ribaldry, Profanzneſs, 
Rant and Impunity of Diſcourſe; who are to preſent 
you with vi Thoughts, led Imaginations, in fine 
Language, and to ws eicked, vain, and impure Diſ- 
_ » courſe more lively and affecting, than you could poſ- 

ſibly have it in any ill Company. Now is not this 
Sinning with as high a Hand, and as groſly offendi 

q agV 
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egainft clin Doctrines of Scripture, as if you were to 
give your Money to be entertained with Muſical Qaths 
and Curſes? 

You might reaſonably think that JVomanvery ridicu- 
Jous in her Piety, that durſt not ſwear herſelf; but 
ſhould nevertheleſs frequent Places to hear Oaths. But 
you may as juſtly chink her very ridiculous in her Mo- 
Hefty, who, though ſhe dares not to ſay, or look, or 
do-an-immodeſt Thing herſelf, ſhould yet give her 
Money to ſee Homen forget the Modeſty of their Sex, and 
zalk impudently in a Publick Play-Houſe. If the Play- 
Houſe was filled with Rakes, and ill HWomey, there would 
be nothing to be wondered at in ſuch an Aſſembly: For 
uch Perſons to be delighted with ſuch Entertainments, 
is as natural, as for any Animal to delight in its proper 
Element. But for Perſons who profeſs Purity and Ho- 
lineſs, who would not be ſuſpected of immodeſt or cor- 
rupt Communications ;, for them to come under the Roof 
of a Houſe devoted to ſuch ill Purpoſes, and to be 
pleaſed Spectators of ſuch Actions and Diſcourſes, as 
are the Pleaſures of the moſt abandoned Perſons for 
them to give their Money to be thus entertained, is 
Auch a Contradiction to all Piety and common Senſe, 
as cannot be ſufficiently expoſed, 

I proceed now to a-T hird Argument againſt the 
Lenſes, When you ſee the Players acting with Life and 
Spirit, Men and Women equally:bold in all Inſtances of 
:Profaneneſs, Paſſion, and Immodeſty ; I dare ſay you ne- 
ver ſuſpect any of them to be Perſons of Chriſtian Piety. 
Lou cannot, even in your Imagination, join Piety to 
ſuch Manners, and ſuch a Way of Lite. Tour Mind 

-will no more allow you: to join Piety with the Beha- 

viour of the Stage, than it will allow you to think 7x90 

and /wo to be ten. And perhaps you had rather ſee 
your Son chained to a Galley, or your Paughter driv- 
ing Plow, than getting their Bread on the Stage, by 
adminiſtring in to ſcandalous a Manner to the Vices 
and corrupt Pleaſures of the World. Let; this there 
fore be another Argument, to prove the Abſolute Un- 
lawſul- 
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Iatofulneſs of going to a Play. For, conſider with 
yourſelf; Is the Buſineſs of Players ſo contrary toi 
Piety, fo inconſiſtent with the Spirit and Temper of a 
true Chriſtian, that it is next to a Contradiction to ſup- 
ſe them united? How then can you take yourſelf to- 
innocent, who delight in their Sins, and hire them to 
commit them? | 1 

Vou may make yourſelf a Partaker of other Men's 
Sins, by Negligence, and for want of reproving them: 
But certainly, if you ſtand by, and aſſiſt Men in their 
evil Actions, if you make their Vices your Pleaſures 
and Entertainment, and pay your Money to be ſo en- 
tertained ; you make yourſelt a Partaker of their Sins 
in a very high Degree; and conſequently, it muſt be as 
unlawful to go to a Play, as it is unlawful to approve, 
encourage, ' aſſiſt, and reward a Man for Renouncing a 
Chriſtian Life. b 94 8 
Loet therefore every Man or Moman that goes to a Play, 
aſk themſelves this Queſtion; Whether it ſuits witt 
their Religion, to act the Parts that are there acted? 
Perhaps they would think this as inconſiſtent with 
that Degree of Piety that they profeſs, as to do the vileſt 
Things. But let them conſider, that it muſt be a 
wicked and unlawtul Pleaſure, to delight in any 
Thing that they dare not to do themſelves. Let them 
alſo conſider that they are really adling thoſe Indecencies 
and Impieties themſelves, which they think is the par- 
- ticular Guilt of the Players. For, a Perſon may very 
juſtly be ſaid to do that himſelf which he - pay: for thes 
doing, and which is done for his Pleaſure. 

You muſt therefore, if ycu would be conſiſtent with 
yourſelf, as much abhor the Thoughts of being at a 
Play, as of being a Player, yourſelf. For, to think 
that you muſt adbes the one, and not the other, is as 
abſurd as to ſuppoſe, that you mult be temperate 
yourſelf; but may aſſiſt, encourage, and reward other 
People. for their Intemperance. The Buſineſs of a 
Player is profane, wicked, lewd and immodeſt: To 
be any Way therefore approving, aſſiſting or encau- 
Ds A 1 | raging 
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g him in ſuck a Way of Life, is as evidently 

ſinful, as it is ſinful to aſſiſt and encourage a Man in 
Stealing, or any other Wickedneſs. 

This Argument is not far-fetched, or founded in 
any Subtilties of Reaſoning; but is ſo plain and ob- 
vious, that the meaneſt Capacity muſt needs under- 
ſtand it. I may venture to challenge any one to ſhew 
me, that the Buſineſs of the Player is a more Chriſtian 
Employment than that of Robbers. For he muſt 
know very little of the Nature. of Religion, that can 
look upon Luft, Profaneneſs, and diſordered Paſſions, 
to be leſs contrary to Religion, than the taking Mo- 
ney from the right Owner. And a Perſon who de- 
votes himſelf to this Employment, to get his Bread 
by gratifying the corrupt Taſte of the World with 
wanton, wild, profane Difcourſes,, may be juſtly 
fuppoſed to have a more corrupt Heart himſelf, than 
many a Man who has taken unlawful Ways of reliev- *' 
ing his Wants. | | 5 

[ ſpeak to this Matter with thus much Plainneſs, 


becauſe there is ſo plain Reaſon for it; and becauſe, 


I think, there is as much Juſtice and Tenderneſs in 
telling every Player, that his Employment is abomt- 
nably ſinful, and inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, as in telling the fame Thing to a Thief. As it 
ought to be reckoned no Sign of Enmity, or Ill-will, 
if I ſhould attempt to prove to Malefattors-the horrid 
Nature of their Sins, and the Neceſſity of a fincere 
Repentance; ſo I hope it will not be looked upon as 
any Sign of Ill-temper, or Anger at any particular 
Perſons, that I ſet the Buſineſs of Players among the 
moſt abominable Crimes, For, it is with no other 


latent, but that they themſelves may avoid the dread- 


ful Guilt of fo wicked a Profeſſion, and that other 
People may not dare any longer to ſupport them in 
it, For it certainly concerns all People, who are not 


ſo void of Religion as to be Players themſelves, to 
be ſtrictly careful that they have no Share in the Guile 
of ſo unchriſtian a Profeſſion. 


This 
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If any one was to collect all the fooliſh, vain Drbo- 
tions, which poor miſtaken Creatures have paid to 
Images, it would ſufficiently Juſtify our Abhortence of 


them, and ſhew the Wiſdom of the Reformation in 
aboliſhing the Uſe of them. Bur if a Perſon was t) 
make a Collection of all the wicked, profane, blaſ- 
phemous, lewd, impudent, deteſtable Things, that 
are ſaid in the Play-Houſe, only in one Seaſon; it 
would appear to be ſuch a Maſs of Sin, as would ſuf- 
ficiently juſtify any one in faying, that the Buſineſs of 
Players is the moſt wicked and deteſtable Profeſſion in 
the World. *1 


I To proceed now to.a fourth Argument. When I 


conſider Chyrches and the Matter of Divine Service, 
that it conſiſts of holy Readings, Prayers, and Exhor- 


tations to Piety, there is Reaſon to think, that the 
Houſe of Gop is a natural Means of 2 Piery | 

enſible 
of their Duty to Gop. The very Nature of Divine 


and Religion, and rendering Men devout, and 


Aſſemblies thus carried on has this direct Tendency: 


| I aſk you whether this is not very plain, that Churghes x 


thus employed ſhould have this Effect? Conſider 
therefore the Play- Houſe, and the Matter of the En- 
tertainment there, as it conſiſts of Love- Intrigues, 
blaſphemouis Paſſions, profane Diſcourſes, lewd Deſcrip- 
tions, filthy Jeſts, and all the moſt extravagant Rant 
of wanton, profligate Perſons ef both Sexes, RY 
and inflaming one another with all the Vantonneſs of 


Addreſs, the Immodeſly of Motion, and Lewdnejs* of - 


Thought, that Wir can invent: Conſider, I ſay, whe- 
ther it be not plain, that a Houſe ſo employed is as 


certainly ſerving. the Cauſe of Immorality and 4 = 


as the Houſe of Gop is ſerving the Cauſe of Piety 
For what is there in our Church Service that. ſhews it 
to be uſeful to Piety and Holineſs? What is there in 
Divine Worthy to correct and amend the Heart, bur 
what is direct 


Play-Houſe? So that one may with the ſame” Aſſu- 
rance affirm, that the Play - Holſt not only when ſom. 
we "= very 


y contrary to all that is doing in the 
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very profane Play is on the Stage, but in its daily com- 
mon Entertainments, is as certainly the Houſe of the 
Devil, as the Church is the Houſe of G. 

When therefore you goto the Play-Houſe, you have as 
much Aſſurance that you go to the Devil's peculiar 
Habitation, that you ſubmit to his Deſigns, and rejoice 
in his Diverſions, (Which are his beſt Devices againſt 
Chriſtianity) you have as much Aſſurance of this, as 
that they who worſhipped filthy Deities, were in 
reality Worſhippers of che Devil. | | 

Hence it appears, that if inſtead of conſidering the 
ay-Houſe as only a Place of Diverſion, you will but 
examine what Materials it is made of; if you will but 
conſider the Nature of the Entertainment, and what is 
there doing, you will find it as wicked a Place, as ſinful 
a Diverſion, and as truly the peculiar Pleaſure of the 
Devil, as any wicked Place, or ſinful Diverſion in the 
Heathen World. When theretore you are aſked to go 
to a Play, don't think that you are only aſked to go 
to a Diverſion, but be aſſured that you are aſked to 
yield to the Devil, to go over to his Party, and to make 
one of his Congregation. That if you do go, you Have 
not only the Guilt of buying ſo much vain Communi- 
cation, and paying People for being wicked, but are 
alſo as certainly guilty of going to the Devil's Houſe, 
and doing him the ſame Honour, as if you was to par- 
take of ſome Heathen Feſtival. You muſt confer 
that all the Laughter there is not only vain and fooliſh; 
but that it is a Laughter amongſt Devils, that you 
are upon profane Ground, and hearing Muſick in the 
very Porch of Hell. OO 
Thus it is in the Reaſon of the'Thing; and if we 
ſhould now conſider the State of our Play- Houſe, as it 
is in Fact, we ſhould find it anſwering all-cheſe Cha- 
racters, and producing Effects ſuitable to its Nature. 
But I ſhall forbear this Conlideration, it being as un- 
neceſſary to tell the Reader, that our Play-Houſe is in 
Fact the Sink of Corrupticn and Debauchery ; that it is 
the general Rendezvous of the molt proſligate EVI) 


— 
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of both Sexes; that it -corrupts the Air, and turns 
the adjacent Places into publick Nuiſances; this is as 
unneceſſary, as to tell him that the Exchange is a Place 
of Merchandiſe. 5 1 2575 
You are now to conſider the Stage; you are to keep 
cloſe to Scripture, and fancy that you yet know no- 
thing of Plays. You, aſk therefore firſt what the 
Stage or Play-Houſe is? You are told that it is a Place 
where all Sorts of People meet to be entertained with 
Diſcourſes, Actions, and Repreſentations; which are re- 
commended to the Heart by beautiful Scenes, the 
Splendor of Lights, and the Harmony of Muſic. 
You are told that theſe Diſcourſes are the Invention of 
Men of Wit and Imagination, which deſcribe ima- 
ginary Intrigues and Scenes of Love, and introduce Men 
and Women diſcourſing, raving, and acting, in all the 
wild, indecent Tranſports of Luſt and Paſſion. You 
are told, that the Diverſion partly conſiſts of lewd and 
profane Songs ſung to fine Muſick, and partly of ex- 
travagant Dialogues between immodeſt Perſons _ 
in a Stile of Love and Madneſs, that is no where elſe 
to be found, and entertaining the Chriſtian Audience 
with all the Violence of Paſſion, Corruption of Heart, 
Wantonneſs of Mind, Immodeſty of Thought, and 
profane Jeſts, that the Wit of the Poet is ble to in- 
vent, You are told, that the Players, Men and Wo- 
men, are trained up to act and repreſent all the De- 
ſcriptions of Luſt and Paſſion, in the /ivelieſt Mannen, 
to add a Lewdneſs of Action to lewd Speeches; that 
they get their Livelihood by Curſing, Swearing, and 
 Ranting for three Hours together to an Aſſembly of 
Chriftians, | e 
No though we find no particular Text of Scripture 
condemning the Stage, or Tragedy or Comedy, in expreſs 
Words; yet what is much more, you find that ſuch 
Entertainments are a groſs Contradiction to the whole 
Nature of Religion; they are not contrary to this or 
that particular Temper, but are contrary to that whole 
Turn of Heart and Mind which Religion requires. 
| 4 Painting 
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Painting is contrary to Humility, and therefore is to be_ 
avoided as ſinful ; but the Entertainment of the Hage, 
as it conſiſts of hlaſphemous Expreſſions, wicked Speeches, 
ſwearing, curſing, and profaning the Name of Gop, as 
it abounds with impious Rant, filthy Jeſts, diſtracted 
Paſſions, groſs Deſcriptions of, Luſt, and wanton Songs, 
is a Contradiction to every Doctrine that our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles have taught us. So that to abhor Paint- 
ing at all times, becauſe it ſuppoſes a Vanity of Mind, 
and is contrary to Humility, and yet think there is a 
lawful Time to go to the Play-Houſe, is as contrary to 
common . Senſe, as if a Man ſhould hold that it was 
lawful ſometimes to offend all the Dofrines of Religion, 
and yet always unlawful to offgnd againſt any one Doc- 
trine of Religion. | | 
I fhall now make a Reflection or two upon the pre- 
ſent celebrated Entertainment of the Stage, which 1s ſo 
much to the Taſte of this Chriſtian Country, that it has 
been acted almoſt every Night this whole Seaſon, I 
mean Apollo and Daphne. | £ 

The firſt Scene is ſaid to be a magnificent Palace diſ- 
covered : Venus attended with Graces and Pleaſures. 

Now how is it poſſible, that ſuch a Scene as this 
ſhould be fit for the Entertainment of Chriſtians ? Can 
Venus and her Graces and Pleaſures talk any Lan- 
guage that is /ike themſelves, but what muſt be unlike 
10 the Spirit of Chriſtianity? The very propoſin 
ſuch a Scene as this, ſuppoſes the Audience to be fit 
for the Entertainment of Luſt and Wantonneſs. For 
what elſe can Venus and her Pleaſures offer to them 
Had we any Thing of the Spirit of Chriſtianity in us, 
or were earneſtly defirous of thoſe holy Tempers, 
which are to render us pure in the Eyes of Gop, we 
thould abominate the very Propoſal of ſuch a Scene 
as this, as knowing that it mult be an Entertainment 
fitter for publick Stews, than for People who make any 


Pretences to the Holineſs and Purity of the Spirit of 
CHRIST, © þ 


And 


e 


And now give me Leave to appeal to your Judg- 
ment and Reaſon, judge ye of theſe Matters, your, 


own ſelves, fellow Proteffors of the Chriſtian Name, 
as many of you may as be in a gentle Spirit, contriving 
what you ſhall eat, drink or clothe withal; and whar, 
Diverſion you ſhall repair to, and who are adorning 
themſelves in all the Vanity of coſtly Array and ſplen- 
did Ornaments, prohibited both under the Law and 
the ' Goſpel, becauſe they did not become Women 
profeſſing Godlineſs; and while ſuch pretend to pray 
to be delivered from Temptations, are ruſhing into 
Temptation of various Kinds, attending Plays, Balls, 


Aſſemblies, Conſorts and Card Tables? How do 


ſpending your Time in this Manner, or in your own 
Phraſe, killing of it, comport with the! aforemen- 


tioned Scriptures, and do you who are in theſe Prac- 


tices, ſo much as im ine you are acting agreeable to 
the Precepts and Doctrine of the humble ſelf denying 
Jzsvs, whoſe ſacred Name you aſſume? Do you find 


one ſimilar Line in his Life, one ſingle Trace of che 


Footſteps of him you call your Lozp and Savioukx ? 
Do you read in the Lives of the primitive Chriſtians, 
either Precept or Example that will bear you out in 
your Divertions, or give a Sanction to your Levities, 
your Paſtimes, your 15 4 and Vanities, who are 
living in the Gratification of your carnal Luſts and 
f Ped: In ſuch a State, you may juſtly be ſaid to 

ive without Gop in the World, without his Fear; 
and in the open Violation of bis ſacred Commands; 
and ſo may be ſaid to be provoking the Eyes of his 
Glory, who is a Gop of Knowledge, and not only 
marks, but weighs all your Actions; and without 
deep Repentance and Amendment, will puniſh for all 
theſe Offences, though you may be breaking his 
Bands; and caſting bis Cords trom you; and are 
ſaying in Practice, we will not have the Lozp to 


reign over us! And yet that Gop who is thus diſ- 


honoured by you, is now proclaiming himſelf to be 
a God, gracious and merciful, pardoning A 
. in, 


. 
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| ſtanding the frequent Rebellions of the People 1 
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Sin, and lniquity, on Condition of Repentance, | to- 


wards himſelt, and Faith in his Son, I ſay, notwith- 


the Majeſty of Heaven: Yet if the Wicked will 
turn from his Wickedneſs ; and do that which is 
lawful and right, he ſhall ſave his Soul alive. And 
for this End is unparalleled Mercy, and inexpreſſible 
Loves ſeeking to ſave that which is thus in a loſt 
State, and to reſtore that which is driven away; and 
is willing to receive all ſuch Prodigals who have wan- 
dered from their Fathers Houſe; and is ſending this 
Meſſage of Love by one who heretofore ran to the 
fame Fxceſs of Riot with you, to beſeech you in his 
Name, and for his Honour, and for the Sake of your 


immortal Souls which lie at Stake, to abandon and 


renounce theſe Sins, which ſo eaſily beſet you; and 
once beſet my poor unguarded Soul, who now re- 
main a Monument of that Mercy, which is; freely 
offered to you; and therefore in CHRIST's Stead, I 1 
beſeech you, be you reconciled to Gop, who would 
interpoſe for your Redemption, and let me ſay, had 
not Almighty Puwer and unparalleled Love thus done 
for me, 1 muſt have periſhed on this Ocean of Pride, 
Vanity and Wickedneſs; and had been ſhipwreck'd 
on'theſe Rocks of Offence : I ſay having been metci- 
fully favoured to ſee by the Light of 5 theſe 
Deeds of Darkneſs, and known them, try'd, judged 
and condemn'd. And knowing the Danger ſuch 
Practices expoſe you to, in a Degree of the ſame 


Love which redeem'd my Soul from Death and ſpi- 


ritual Deſtruction, I warn you to flee: theſe fleſhly 
Lufts, which war againſt your Souls, I counſel you in 
the Bowels of Compaſſion, to break off your Sins by 


Repentance; and your Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy 


to your poor Souls, ſo miſerably neglected, while 
your greateſt Concern is to gratify theſe ſinful Luſts of 
the Fleſh, and are pampering the periſhing Body, in- 
dulging in Grandeur, Luxury, Superfluity and Eaſe, 
and while you are thus waſting the Lord's Money on 

| 3 Plays, 
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Plays, &c. and conſuming it on your Luſts, your 
Brethren, thouſands of them are ſpending a Lite, 
miſerable and deſtitute of the neceſſary Supports of 
Life. And remember. alſo, thatdivine Wifdom that per- 
mitted you to abound, and tries you with Riches, tries 
them with Poverty, and we. have no Reaſon to be- 
lieve, but they were intended by the merciful Creator 
and kind Benefactor, to partake of the outward Ac- 
commodations of the Creatures provided for our Ufe. 
And therefore he has appointed you as Stewards, to 
provide for his poor, and remember the Sentence of ſuch 
as had been unfaithful Stewards, I was an hungry, 
and ye gave me no Meat, &c. And dear fellow Mortals, 
let me again intreat you to conſider ſeriouſly of theſe 
Things, which ſo much concern your eternal Happi- 
neſs; and you that have lived in Pleaſure, and been wan- 
ton, be afflicted and mourn and weep, kt your Laughter 
be turn'd into Mourning, and 3 Heavineſs: Fork 
ſee the Day approaching, when (if you don't experience 
a Change of Life before,) you would give a World for 
a few Days of that Time, (you have made ſuch Waſte 
and Profuſion of,) in order to be a little longer Can- 
didates for Heaven; but it will then be too late, when 
it will be faid to the Filthy, be filthy ſtill, Sc. con- 
ſider of that ſolemn Period, when Death lays his 
arreſt upon you, neither your Wealth or Dignities, your 
Honours or Grandeur, your neareſt Frieud or Bro- 
ther, can pay a Ranſom, or put in Bail for you; you 
muit obey the awful Summons: prepared or unpre- 
pared; and this undiſtinguiſhing Leveller will reduce 
you to the very ſame: Circumſtance with thoſe of the 
loweſt Rank, for as dieth the rich, ſo dieth the poor; 
they go to one Place reſpecting their Bodies, which re- 
tura to Earth: Nothing then will diſtinguiſn you but 
Piety or Virtue, that Life of Piety and Godlineſs 
which too many ridicule; and would willingly bring 
into Contempt, ſpeaking Evil of what they know ' 
not. But I pray Go with whom all Things are poſ- 
ſible, the following Deſeription may never oy the 
| | data 
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State of one Soul, at that Day, when Gop ſhall judge 
the World by JEsus Cnris7:4 when the Righteous 
ſhall ſtand with great Boldneſs, before ſuch as made 
no Account of their Labours; when the unrighteous 
ſee it, they ſhall be troubled and amazed at their 
ſtrange Salvation, fo far from what they expected, and 
repenting ſhall groan for Anguiſh of Spirit, ſaying 
this is he whom we had in Derifion and a Proverb and 
Reproach : We Fools counted his Life, Madneſs, and 
his End without Honour, but now is he numbered 
among the Children of Gop; and his Lot is among the 
Saints. Therefore we have erred from the Way of 
Truth, and the Sun of Righteouſneſs hath not roſe 


upon us: We weary'd ourſelves in the Way of Wick- 


edneſs and Deſtruction, yea we Have gone through 
Deſarts, (where they lay no Way:) But as for the 


Ways of the Lord, we have not known them. What 


then hath our Pride and Pleaſure profited us, and what 
Good hath Riches with all our Vaunting brought us, 
though the rich Man's Wealth has been his ſtrong 
« City, and as a high Wall in his own Conceit.” all 


theſe Things are paſs'd away as a Shadow, and as a Poſt 


that haſteth/by : And the Hope of the ungodly like 


Duſt is blown away, but the Reward of the Righ- 


teous is with the Lord, and the Care of them with 


the moſt High, who now ſhall take to him. his Jea- 
louſy for compleat Armour; and as a Weapon for the 


Revenge of his Enemies, and ſhall try the Works of 
all Men, and ſearch out all their Counſels who have 
combined againſt the Lord and Cnr1sT his, anointed ; 


and will render them à Recompence according to 


their Works. Jt | 

May you be warn'd in Time to flee the Wrath 
to come, on all who obey not the Goſpel of 
Cunisr. Let the Time paſt ſuffice, wherein ſo 
many have wrought the Will of the Gentiles in their 
Luſts and Corruptions; and vhile your Span of Time 


is lengthened, be perſuaded by the continued Merey 


1 of 


* . 
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of Gop, to improve that Talent or Gift of Grace, a 
Meaſure of which is given to every Man to profit 
wirh, (who will be left without Excuſe,) for by the 
Aid and Strength of it, you may, if willing, work out 


your own Salvation with Fear and Trembling; and by 


aith, Repentance and Amendment of Life, be fitted 
and pre for an Inlieritance in the Manſions of 
eternal Bliſs. That this may be the HAPPY Conclu- 
ſion of every one who aſſumes the Name 
is the unto Prayer of one who is a Lover of the 
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Think it may not be improper to add to the 
. an ente, one Poſition, which no 
Man can deny, That i is. appointed io Man 
once to die. Let us then at this ſolemn 


Period, when Death approaches, enquire, what be- 


comes of all human Travel, Diſquiſitions and Attain- 
ments of) Wealth, Honour, Wiſdom or Pleaſure, c. 


Where is the Wiſe? Where is the Scribe? Where is” 
the Diſputer of this World:? Where are Kings and 


Emperors ? Where are Biſhops, Cardinals, Stateſmen, 
and Politicians? Where are Lawyers, Generals and 
- Philoſophers? Where are Scholars, Antiquarians and 
Naturaliſts? Where are Stage Poets, Lords, Dukes 
and Earls? The few following Teſtimonies,. of the 
many Hundreds which might be collected, may in- 
form us what. Situation of Mind they were in; what 
ſolemn Apprehenſions they had, at the Proſpect of 
Death; and of what Eſtimation the World and all 
human Perfection and Pleaſure appeared, when the 
Vail of their Underſtanding was rent; and their Sins 
were brought to Judgment before Hand; *. and they 
. view'd themſelves, and all earthly Things in the ſame 
uſt Point of Light, iz which they were ſeen of _ 
| w 


N. 


r Tim. 4 Ch. v. 


1 


| — — this Injunction, on all. Men, fear 


Wark to Judgment, whether it be Good ot Evile= 


97 We hear another of the ſame: Dignity, who had 
ſpent much Time in focliſn Falking, Sc. Saying on 


Will: Oh! m Soul, what 8 re r of all "oy 
Jeſts 7 | 


in n his Power to call the Dead to Life. 


God, « b ant Manking.. 11 
ene —arpoaura tony, gf >» 


wealthieſt of all Kings (that preceded qt followed 

him,) the devpeſt * opher, and moſt expert Na- 
turaliſt; and one that had. proved ſenſual Pleaſure to 
the greateſt Extent: Bebel his Eſtimate; when he 
* Deeds wore ſummoned in this} Life to 
ment. — ronounces all ſub Things to 


be only Vani Varation of Spirit; - Therefore, he 


God, and keep his "Commandments: For chis is the 
whole "Duty Is Man. For Gad ſhall bring every 


aue ii, 02 on 

And next," we bad ths Bediphebe Ten ebm. 
plaibing; that he bad not obſerved the inward Mo- 
tions and Admonitions of God!: It is hi at Time, 
fays he, to undetftand:the true Nature of orld, 
— of ithe Lord and Governor of it; there is but a 
Limit of Time for itz make uſer 2 And as be 
lay on his ſiele Bed; we find him in a Kind of Soli- 
loquy; ſaying? Do my Soul, do abuſe and contemn 
thyſelf for a-while, wc the Time for thee to repent 
thyſelf will be at an End. It is reported of him, chat 
he refuſed to be called Lord, or his Majeſty, for ſays 

he, they are divine Titles, and belong not to Man. 


his Death Bed, when he was — againſt his 


"es Bee Thevipfus, we * ning Men 
to Death, perhaps near his oan Eud, e were 


The 


Daniel v. 27. 
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The Emperor Charles V. ſaid that the ſincere Study. 
Profeſſion and Practice of the Chriſtian Religion; had 
in it ſuch Joy and Sweetneſs, as Courts were Stran- 
gers to: He — all his Pomp and State to 
others and retired; leaving wt rp eng - to! woe 


| Chriſtian Religion. | 
" The Emperor Galerius, a a great Perſecutor: K the 


| Chriſtians, was himſelf put on the Rack, for a whole 
Year by Juſtice from above, at laſt his lethargic Con- 
ſcience was awakened, and he confeſs d the only Lord 
God, and gave Glory to his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
0 And let us hear à Cardinal ſpeak,” whoſe Cha- 
rafter is too well known, to need a Deſcription: Had 
I. ſays he, ſerved my God, as zealouſſy as I have 
ſerved my Prince, he would not have forſoken n in 
my old Age! ad 
Sir John Maſon, a privy Counſellor to four Princes, 
on his Death Bed'deliver'd'his Mind to this: Purpoſe : 
My Experience and Enquiryſ into Things, have 
ht me theſe ſolid Thoughts; that Seriouſneſs is 
the greater Wiſdom, Temperance the beſt: Phyſick, 
and a good Conſcience the beſt Eſtate; ! Were I to 
live my Time again, I would change the Court for a 
Cloyſter; the Buſineſs of a privy Counſellor for 
the Retirement of a Hermit; and prefer one Hour's 
Enjoyment of God in the Chapel, for the whole Life 
J have lived in a Palace. All Fhings forfake me now 
but my God, my Duty, and my Prayers. 

Sir Fran. Walſingbam; another great Man, expreſſes his 
Thoughts thus to his Friend; ve have lived enough to 
"gut Country, to our Sovereign, and to our Fortunes, 

it is high Time we begin to Five. to our God, and our 
ſelves: He farther ſaid, to ſome ho were accuſtorged 
to jeſt, Ah! my Friends, while we laugh, all — 2 
ar ſerious about us. God is ſerious, who exerciſe 
Patience towards us; Chriſt is ſerious, who ſhed his 
— for us; A who rn 
3 ag1in 
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againſt our obſtinate Hearts: the Scripture brings to 
our Minds ſerious and important Things; how can a 
Man who has one Foot in the Grave je * laugh? 
Let us now hear Sir Phil. Sidney ſpeak, near the Cloſe 
of his Life, where we find him deeply lamenting the 


Levity of his Arcadia, which many a Imired, but 


dying Perſons, make their Eſtimates. with greater 


Severity than others; and therefore he would have 
this tic Product committed to the Flames, Jeſt 
it kindle indecent Heats in others, and leaves 
this ſhort, Advice to his Friends: Govern your Will 
and Affections by the Will and Word: of your Crea- 
ror. 

And now! let udhear a Biſhop. among the Waldenſes, 
bidding them be careful, not to nouriſh any Sports 
among them, Danci * Gluttony, Lewanels, 
Deceit, Uſury not | 

Paulinus, Biſnop of J la, of eminent 'Compaiiion 
to the Poor, 400 5 live in Grandeur, nor hoarded 
Money, but employed his Demains for the 8 | 


tion of poor Slaves — Priſoners, Sc. 
Me find Gratian charging Prieſts with Neglect of 


the Prophets and the Golpel, while thev read Come- 
Books, and ſing Love Verſes. 


Ignatius ſays, I begin now to be a Diſciple ; 18 to | 


weigh neither Vidbles nor Inviſibles, ſo that I may 


gain Chriſt. , | 
Cardinal Richlien, feeling the powerful Convidtions 


of his Conſcience for Sin, grew ſerious, and being 


aſked, why he was ſo ſad, anſwered, the Soul is a 


ſerious Thing ? It muſt be either ſad here for a Mo- | 
ment; or be ſad for ever hereafter. 


Count Oxciſtem, in his Retreat from the World. ſaid, 


have ſcen and enjoyed much of this World, but 
never knew how to live till now: All the Comfort I 
have, is feeling the good Spirit of God in my Heart, 
and reading the Bible that came from it. It is more 


0 me than all the Courts an Favour hob Princes. 
- Mar, 


* ARomance. 


ho happy were I, if I 


Commandments O God, are * N 


060) 
Mar. Antonius, ſays as follows, ber che dt 

of Poetry, - Rhetoric und x hae ry on 4 
Jearn'd to write Letters without Study and * 
Ppbiluſ. Autiſbenes (aid, ur nen wy beſt, 
which unlearn'd Evil. 

Cardinal Mazarine, a Ber Sunefnan, tis Alm 
was Grandeur; and purſued it hy Means he coud 


not think lawful, but his Conſcience would not ho 


bear: theſe Oppreſſioiis : Im a Sort ef 'Deſpait, eres out 


OEmy Soulf 'Whither wilt chou go? What will be. 
dome of thee?” Were I to live my Life-over — 
would be a Capuchin, rather than u Courtier. 


Philip III. of Spain, ſays on his Death Bed, Ah! 
fad fp ſpent theſe Twenty-three 
Years I eve held my . Retirement. | 
Concerh-now'is'for my Soul, pot m 127 
all that God has given me, my Domini , Power, 


and my Life at the Feet of J cn .ws 


Count Gondumor, near his End, — dhougheſul 
of his paſt Life. He: Was a t as well as a 
Politician, was one WhO gave — to his extra — 
Appetites; at length taſting ihe Bieterneſs of 
ſays; 1 fear notlliing more than Sin I had 2 
dure Hell than Sin, ſo ſtroag were his Coividtions 
n a-ſerious Conſideratioon 
Prince of Wales, eldeſt Son King Jones l. Hear 


him ſpeak in his Sickneſs to one of his Companions, 


ag him 'byihis Name; Al! fays he, in vain do I 


iſh for that Time 1 dane thee and others i in 
— Recreations. | 

Chriſtopher Hation, a LewyirwndPolidcal ene 
before his Death, adviſed his Relations to ſearch after 


the Will of God. It is accounted; (ſays he,) à Piece 
of excellent Knowledge, to know the Laws of the 
Land; and how much more to-know the Statutes of 
Heaven, the eternal Law of Juſtice and Righteouſ- 


neſs. J have ſeen an End of all Perfection, — wy 
The - 
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The Duke of Momerancy, Brother to Lewis XIII. 
before his Death, deing richly attired, ſtripped him · 
ſelf; Ah! (ſays be,) this becomes not a Servant of 
the crucified Teſus! r What do I do with theſe Vanities 
about me; he was poor, ' deſpiſed e when he 
went to the Croſs to die for my Sins 

Cbancellor Bacon, near bis Death, a that to be 
Religious, was to live ſtrictly and roy; HI It che 
Opinion of another World was ry t the 
Life in this is Piety, Virtue and Hon 3 
than none ate ſo wretched aud miſerable, as looſe, 


| carnal, and profane Perſons. 


Salmaſius a Scholar, after his many Volumes of Lan 
ing, confeſs d he had miſtaken true Learning, and thus 
exelaims againſt bimſelf, ©! I have loſt a World of 
Time; the moſt precious Fhing in the World! Had 
I but one Fear more, ic Would be ſpent in David's 
Pſalras and Paul's Epiſtles: Ol Sirs, vs he, mind the 
World leſs and Gop more. The Fear of the Logo 
is the Beginning of Wiſdem; and to depart from 
Evil, that is Undetſtandi 

A. Kroetns, a Man 1 aſter long Study 
and Search of Knowledge, upon his Death Bed thus 
broke forth: Goo has learn'd me more of my ſelf in 
ten Days Sickneſs, than I could get by all my Labour 
and Studies. So ſhort a Cut is there to the Knowledge 
of Gop to turn the Heart to the Voice of Gop in ity 
and learn of him whois a Spirit. 

Gretius, a Man of univerſal Knowledge, winds; up 


his Life in this, Saying, I would give all my Learn- 


ing and Honour for the plain Integrity of Jobn Urict, 


_ a religious poor Man, who ſpent eight Hours in Prayer, 
eight in Labour; and eight in Meals and Sleep, and 


turning to one who {poke of his great Labours, Ah! 
ſays he, I e conſumed my Life in labericuly 4 


Selden, a a great Antiquarian, beer ü W En- 
quiries and curious Collection of Manuſcripts, fays, he 


eould reſt his Soul on none fave the Scriptures, ow | 


2 ( 32 ) 
all the following lay upon his Spitit, Tz. ii. 11. 12. 
13. 14. 15. It compriſes the End, the Means, and 
Recompence of Chriſtianity. W plot 

Dr. Donne, a great Poet, ſays on his Death Bed: I 


repent of all my Life, but that Part of it, that was 


ſpent in Communion with God, and doing 2 0 
James, Earl of Marlborough, a little before his 
Death, I confeſs, (ſays he,) I have been a Neglecter 
of Religion, though God hath fot left it without a 
Witneſs in every Man's Boſom to direct him: And 
when he retired from the Noiſe and deceitful Vanity 
of the World, ſaid, he found no true Comfort in any 
Thing elſe. Nic g 788 

The Earl of Rocbeſter, a great Wit, but none uſed 
it worſe, read his Life and believe his dying Reflec- 


tions; when he no more diſputed againſt God, for he 


felt his Laſhes on his Conſcience: Chriſtianity which 
he had banter'd, no longer appeared a worldly ab- 
ſurd Deſign, he wiſhed now for more Life, to confute 
his paſt, and in ſome Meaſure to repair the Injuries 
he had done: He wiſhed his Son might not be a Wit. 

A noble young Man of the Family of the Howards, 


| when on his dying Bed, fell into great Agonies, he 


bewailing his former Extravagancies, cried ſtrongly 
10 God, for Pardon of his Sins; and promiſed if 
God renewed Life to him to amend : He warn'd his. 
Acquaintance to fear God, and forſake the Pleaſures 
and Vanities of the World. | 71 | 

Anthony Lowther of Maſh, a wiſe Man of good 
Education, was drawn by Men of Pleaſure into the 
Freedoms of the - Town: Before his Sickneſs, he 
would frequently upbraid himſelf and , contemy the 
World, for thoſe unchriſtian Liberties which abound : 


His Apprehenſions increaſed by a long and iharp, Sick- 


neſs; he would often deſpiſe the Folly and abhor the 


Guilt of thoſe Men; he longed after the beſt Things, 


and ſaid he knew no Joy comparable to that of being 
aſſured of the Love and Mercy of God, which he 


often implored with ſtrong Convictions and deep Hu- 
: : mility, 
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mility, and preſs'd his Friends to love God and one 
another, and this vile World les. He deſired not to 
live, but on Terms of being better. I 
And now let's hear De Renty, a young Nobleman 
of France, touched with a Senſe of the Vanity of the 
World, he ſays, I avow I have no Guſt in any Thitlg, 
where I find not Feſus Chriſt, I count all elſe but 
Amuſement of Spirit, Loſs of Time, and a very dan- 
gerous Precipice. Let us lead a Life unknown to 
Men, but known to God, turning out of our Minds 
thoſe, Superfluities and Amuſements which take them 
up inſtead of God, When I conſider what hinders 
ſweet Union with God; it appears to be a Mon/ieur, a 
Madam, or a Compliment, or Chatting, all indeed meer 
Foolery : Read his Life, where you will find him, 
ſaying, I ſaw removed all exterior Things, King- 
dam, great Offices, ſtately Buildings, rich Houſhold- 
Stuff, Gold, Silver, Recreations and Pleaſures, all 
Which are great Incumbrances to the Souls paſſing on; 
(or riſing) to God. IHR 5 
And no let us hear a heathen Philoſopher Heraclilus 
ſpeak, who lived Five Hundred Years before'CnsT, 
as follows, Oh! ye Men, will ye not learn, why 1 
never laugh! It is not that I hate Men, but their 
Sins? If you would not have me weep, live in Peace. 
You carry Swords in your Tongues! yon plunder 
Wealth ! raviſh Women! betray Truſts! Citizens 
Wives taken from them! Concubines Kept! Mothers 
deſerted by wicked Children! young Men conſuming 
their Patrimdnies! Virgins deflower'd ! Others fillin 
their Bellies at Feaſts more with Poiſon than Food 
Peoples Garments and Heads adorn'd with unneceſſary 
Care! Muſick Pipes thus exciting to Things contrary 
fo Harmony ! Iron and Metal more proper for Plough 
and Tillage, is fitted for Slaughter and Death! Men 
raiſing Armies of Men, | covet to kill one another, 
and puniſh Men who quit the Field, not ſtaying to 
murder Men; and honour Valiants who are drunk 
with human Blood! Virtue would ſtrike me blind, if 
8 1 I ſhould 
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1 ſhould laugh? Tou muſt leave your, War an 
Wickedneſs, if you would have me leave my = 5 


ties: I have overcome Pleaſure, Riches, Ambitio 
and Felicity, Fear hath nothing to obje&, Drunken- 


neſs cannot change me; Anger is afraid of me, I have 


won the Garland in fighting againſt theſe Enemies 

Oh! that the degenerats Chriffians of this Age, would 

take a View of the Virtue, Temperance, Zeal an 
iety of this Heathen, who likewiſe hid, God 


punks noe by taking re Riches, but rather lows 


* 


them 8 f 15 1 diſcover them. | 
And „let us hear, two repenting Stage Poet 
one thus chäracteriſes the Players: Their Canin 
tion is like their Profeſſion; ey are as skilful in the 
Practice of Uncleanneſs, as in; Cti 
every one chuſes that Part t 
tion: He laments that Youth is brought up in filthy 
Diſcourſes, and wonders how any Father delighted to 
ſee his Son trained up in Impudence, with much morg 
r ALY: 
Goſſon, the other Stage Prodigal, ſays, Players are 


un ly Maſters, who poiſon rather than 1 


Adviſes People, if not for Religion, yet for Shame, 
to withdraw from Theatres ; and with noble Mari 


* appoint a Puniſhment for P layers, and with the 
| 7 70 OS 


rs, ſhew themſelves to be Chriſtians. _ 
« Thus we fee, at, or near the Approach of 


«© Death; and ſolemn Proſpect of ſucceeding July 


“ ment, the greateſt Monarchs, the haughtieſt Lords 
* the proudeſt Biſhops and Cardinals, the moſt valiant 


„ Generals, learned Divines; Stateſmen, Lawyers . 


% and Philoſophers, the hardeſt Infidel and moſt ob- 


1 qurate Senfualiſt, &c. come at laſt to bow before 


the Footſtool of the King of Kings; and to reſi 


their Crowns and Laurels, — with their Souls, 
ay Gop of his infinite 


e unto him that gave them: 


Mercy, thus open your Underſtandings, (who yer 
: 1 © peruſe 


Author of the Retreat. 


| Cting of it ; their Talk 
on the Stage, declares apy 1 inward Diſpoſition, for 
at moſt ſuits his Inclina- 


IN 
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6330 "% vi 
peruſe this Paper,) that you may diſcern between 
R that which ſeryes Gop, and tut I which diſhonourz 
© him, and may he continue his merciful Viſitation to 
10 3 Souls; and ſo prepare you by his Power, that 
may have Peace and Reſt in this Day of Trou- 
he Conſideration of which, cauſed the 
Lips 78 Prophet to quiver; and his Body to 
tremble, leſt he ſhould not be acquitted in that Pay, 
« wherein Gap would judge his Actions] That ſolemn 
Day of Trial, which is to try all Men; other Trou- 
bles and Calamities may come; but this muſt, and 
fall inevitably come :—For it is appointed for Man 
once 10 * * after 3 the . NY by 
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«Farther Argu reuments again th f 
Stage. Bishop RR Sermons on ucation; 
wher@g he calls the Play-Houſe the Devil's Chapel. 
BiſhopFBurnet ſays, Pl re. ought not ty be talerated _ 
in a Country profeſſing Chriſtianity, —In 1 be 
light and "Hap condemns the Stage, & 
Calliers herein he proves the Stage Nang 
Bedford, Vicar of Temple, Briftol, _ 
Wickedneſs and Immorrglity, of the Stage; adds; 
the Preſentmgſts of the giſtrates of Brift 1 
— See Sizge condemned 1700, addteſs d 70 Pa 
ment; with Teſtimonies of Stage Poets againſt Pla 
ee Collection of Teſtimonies af Primitive Chi. 
tian, by Prince of Conti; tranſlated from the French. 6 
2 a Tra 59 Plays 4nconGſtenc with Chriſ- - 


ty,—See rat, by a Gefitl of. Oh 
= Sage Balls, gabe condemn'd. * 1 WM. | 


